To:  Arts and Sciences Committee on Curriculum and Instruction

From:  Christine Ballengee Morris, Associate Professor, Art Education

Re:  Assessment Plan for proposed GEC course, AE 467

Assessment Goals and Objectives

Both the GEC and course-specific learning objectives of Powwow:  Cultural and Arts Exploration students should be able to:

1. Engage in informed Native criticism built upon the understanding of a powwow’s unique attributes and its social, historical context in respects to issues of race, ethnicity, gender, and class.  (Meets Social Diversity Objectives by fostering an understanding of American Institutions and the pluralistic nature of American society.)

2. Explain, appreciate, and value the ways in which myriad viewpoints, choices, and social situations constitute pluralistic cultures, recognizing the important role that history and visual culture play in shaping individuals’ and groups’ values of tolerance and equality.  (meets Social Diversity Objectives by promoting appreciation of the significance of diversity in our society and the importance of the values of tolerance and equality.)

3. Explore and problematize government and societies historical and policies role in shaping a diversity of race, gender, and class perspectives, placing personal experiences with Native within a broader social and scholarly context.  (Meets Social Diversity Objectives by promoting a critical examination of issues of race, gender, class, and ethnicity through powwows).

4. Critically analyze in writing and in discussion a variety of readings, videos, and speakers with the goal of understanding aspects of powwows or text’s visual and rhetorical strategies and its theoretical assumptions.  (Meets Third Writing Course Objectives of analysis, discussion, and writing with the goals of building on First and Second Writing Course fundamentals:  writing characterized by a clear sense of purpose, effectively ordered and fully supported ideas, style appropriate to purpose and audience, and control of grammatical and mechanical elements.)

5. Apply colonial/self-determination and critical race theories and narrative methodologies to persuasively communicate in writing and in oral presentations ideas about powwows’ role in shaping awareness of, attitudes toward, and beliefs about race, ethnicity, class, and gender in Native and American societies. (Meets Third Writing Course Objectives for providing students with opportunities to articulate their ideas both orally and in writing.)

6. Locate and evaluate written and visual sources (both print and on-line); recognize how sources can be addressed to various groups and how it affects style and purpose.  (Meets Third Writing Course Objectives for providing students with opportunities for research and to develop skills in understanding the conventions, circumstances and constraints that distinguish various resources.

Methods

To assess these objectives, a variety of evaluation methods will be utilized.

In order to measure the efficacy of GEC Writing Course and Social Diversity Learning Outcomes, a  (pre-assessment) Knowledge Survey will be completed by students in the first class.  The data will be used to determine the amount of introductory material that will need to be presented throughout the quarter.  As part of the final research project, the Knowledge Survey will be returned for their review to help them analyze their growth.  This reflective process is meant to personalize their research and encourage going beyond exoticism or romanticism, by reviewing their starting point, learning, and analysis of their change (addresses goals 1 and 2).  Please see attachment to view the Knowledge Survey.

Pre-responses are used to explore and assess students’ processing of the weekly readings.  Time will be given at the end of each class to write post responses.  Both are due at the end of each class, when appropriate. The response papers are assessed on how succinctly they articulate their understanding of the concepts and history found in the class discussions, the reading assignments, guest speakers, and films.  The responses are utilized for subsequent class discussion (addresses goals 3 and 4).  The responses will be graded with a point system.  They will be evaluated for depth of engagement with the material, demonstration of understanding of the topic and concepts, quality of connections they make with the material and/or questions they raise about the reading. 

Clear presentation of theses, purpose, and content 

1. What are the key points?

2. Does the thesis statement reveal the main theme as well as all other major topics?

3.  Are key points clearly stated and the paper organized in a way that is easy for readers to follow? 

4.  Dose the argument flow logically? Or fragmented

5. Does the paper need a major revision regarding grammar, syntax, and mechanical elements?

Point:  1 —  — 2 — — 3 —  — 4 —  — 5

Attending one Powwow and working as a volunteer in some capacity provides students with an opportunity to take theory to practice.  They will process their experience through discussion and creative writing assignment. (Address goals 1 and 5).

The final assignment for this course is to write a formal research essay.  This paper will be a capstone experience of personal and theoretical insights of the quarter by analyzing powwows from a theoretical lens and methods experienced this quarter, offering new perspectives to the field.  This is a building process that begins the second week of the quarter and culminates in the final presentation in class or at the American Indian Center or Newark Earthworks Research Center.  The purpose is to draw upon and deepen their understanding of the concepts and perspectives encountered throughout the quarter.  Combining personal reflection with the analysis and research of Native scholars expands the understanding and articulation of the social and cultural constructs of stereotyping that effect one’s personal and social worlds (Meets goals 2, 5, and 6).  

They will select one of the topics from below list:

a. Critique 3 Internet powwow sites.  Use as critique guides the two following articles from the course packet:  Cubbins (1998) and Walent (1998).  Describe why the sites were selected for review and be sure to include the web site addresses. The paper should be 10 pages, double-spaced and typed.

b. Provide a review of 3 books on powwows. Explain selected books, and include a complete citation for each at the end of the paper, along with any other articles cited in review.  Paper should be 10 pages, double-spaced and typed.  

c. Create a lesson plan on powwows for an elementary or secondary class in music, art, history, or social studies.

d. Volunteer to assist the Native American Indian Center of Central Ohio (NAICCO) in their powwow preparations.  Make a list of questions or expectations concerning participation, journal experiences and observations.  Write a paper that describes participation as it relates to initial expectations and class discussions. Paper should be 10 pages, double-spaced and typed. 

e. Select one aspect of powwows and complete a research paper about it. Paper should be 10 pages, double-spaced and typed.

f. Select a dance style and write a research paper about it. Paper should be 10 pages, double-spaced and typed.

g. Profile a drum group and write a research paper about it. Paper should be 10 pages, double-spaced and typed.

Timeline for assessment

Pre and Post Thoughts are weekly (10 papers) 50 points

Week 1  Pre Assessment (This will be used as part of Week 9’s activity)

Week 2  Topic for final project (5 points).

Week 4 Final Project Outline  (5 points).

Week 6  Mid-term is the completion of the first draft with a peer review—due at the beginning of the 6th week (5 points).

 Week 8 Re-write is due with opportunities to resubmit (5 points).

Week 9.  In small groups construct demographic chart around the metaphor:  baggage and luggage—what will one leave behind and what will one take with them.  We will construct a class narrative including visuals and give to the Ohio Oral History Project for their archives. (5 points as part of participation) 

Week 10 Final presentation of research will occur in class that final week  (20 points).

Each step contributes to the final product and is equally important for a good research project.  As part of an internal assessment of this course, evaluations of this course will be compiled and reviewed every three years.  In particular, we will be looking for students’ suggestions, difficulties, and likes.  We will attempt to use the data to make appropriate adjustments to the course content and structure.
